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Background: EPA’s Smart Growth Program

Helps communities pursue smart growth 

strategies through:

Grants and technical assistance

Partnerships

Research and tool development



Urban Form and Travel

“D” Variables

Density

Diversity 

Design of Street Network

Destination Accessibility 

Distance to Transit 

11 Units per Acre

4 Units per Acre



http://www2.epa.gov/smartgrowth/

smart-location-mapping#SLD

Online interactive map viewer

“Clip n’ Ship”

Complete dataset for download

The

Smart

Location

Database



http://www2.epa.gov/smartgrowth/

smart-location-mapping#SLD

Online interactive map viewer

“Clip n’ Ship”

Complete dataset for download





The SLD as a resource

 Examples of other organizations and federal 

agencies using SLD data for other mapping 

applications and as a decision-making tool





72

Address search: 

Location Score: 72 (Good) ?

?

Measuring the environmental benefits of workplace location efficiency.



 Urban form variables are proxies for what is actually 

going on

 Reliance on other federal data (Census/American 

Community Survey, LEHD, etc.)

 Important resource to us, makes our dataset possible

 Challenges with granularity of some datasets and our needs

 Transit data from transit agencies across the country –

uniformity of data, updates, accuracy

The challenges we face



Contact & links

Thomas.John@epa.gov

Zeller.Lori@epa.gov

SLD homepage: http://www2.epa.gov/smartgrowth/smart-

location-mapping#SLD

SLD user guide: http://www2.epa.gov/smartgrowth/smart-

location-database-technical-documentation-and-user-

guide

Thank you!!
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